Model letter to send to nurseries re invasive plants
Email
Please consider making your nursery invasive-plant free 

Hello,
I recently visited your [website/garden centre/nursery] and was pleased to see the range of plants you offer. I was particularly happy to see [the native plants/pollinator-friendly plants/plants suited to Ontario gardens] in your selection. It is wonderful to see nurseries helping gardeners create beautiful and biodiverse landscapes.
I am writing because I also noticed several invasive plant species in your catalogue. I hope you will consider removing these plants from your offerings.
Invasive plants can escape from gardens and spread into natural areas, where they can displace native plants, reduce biodiversity and alter ecosystems. Some can also have significant economic and environmental impacts. The Ontario Invasive Plant Council maintains a list of invasive plants found in Ontario and provides information on their impacts, management and suitable alternatives.
· Ontario Invasive Plant Council invasive species list
· Best Management Practices 
The Ontario Invasive Plant Council's Grow Me Instead program was developed specifically to help gardeners and the horticultural industry choose suitable alternatives to invasive garden plants. Its guides include native and non-native, non-invasive alternatives for many commonly sold garden plants.
[Add the link to the appropriate guide.]
· Grow Me Instead Guide: Southern Ontario
· Grow Me Instead French
· Grow Me Instead: Northern Ontario
I noticed the following invasive plants in your catalogue:
• [Common name] (scientific name)
• [Common name] (scientific name)
• [Common name] (scientific name)
[If applicable:]
Some of these plants are also among those identified by the Office of the Auditor General of Ontario in its 2022 audit of invasive species management. The Auditor General recommended that 28 terrestrial invasive plants be regulated under Ontario's Invasive Species Act. While not all of those plants are currently regulated, the report provides an important indication of the risks associated with their sale and spread.
· Auditor General report: Invasive plants recommended for regulation are listed starting on p. 21
As a [Master Gardener/gardener/landscape professional/ecologist/etc.], I believe the horticultural industry has an important role to play in preventing the spread of invasive plants.
Gardeners generally want to make responsible choices. When a plant is offered for sale by a reputable nursery, customers may reasonably assume that it is an appropriate choice for their gardens and will not create problems beyond their property.
I therefore hope you will consider:
• removing invasive plants from your catalogue and inventory;
• replacing them with appropriate native or non-invasive alternatives;
• reviewing your plant offerings regularly against current Ontario invasive-plant information; and
• helping your customers understand the importance of choosing invasive-free plants.
There is a real opportunity here for nurseries to demonstrate environmental leadership while helping gardeners discover excellent alternatives. The Ontario Invasive Plant Council even has a Grow Me Instead Nursery Recognition Program for nurseries that promote non-invasive and native garden plants. 
Thank you for considering this request. I appreciate the important role that nurseries play in helping Ontario gardeners create beautiful, healthy and resilient landscapes. I hope you will consider becoming part of the solution.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[City/town]
[Optional affiliation or credentials]

